22nd February 2020

RE: SELECT COMMITTEE ON ANIMAL CRUELTY LAWS IN NEW SOUTH WALES
Response Questions Taken on Notice

Transcript Page 27:
The Hon. EMMA HURST: I put on notice, just to clarify something you said that the Animal Justice
Party has put things out that the independent office would be a replacement of the RSPCA. On notice, will
you provide the Committee those posts?
Mr DONNELLY: I will definitely take that on notice, the primary documentation that I am referring to were
previous policy documents of the AJP.
The Hon. EMMA HURST: Previous policy documents?
Mr DONNELLY: Even current. As far as we are aware they are still current. We are happy to provide those
to which we are referring, yes, for sure.
Response:
Copies of social media posts made by Animal Justice Party are included as Annexures.
Annexure 1: Screenshot entitled AJP - OIW – 1
This screenshot clearly shows Ms Emma Hurst promoting an Independent Office of Animal Welfare. The
dialogue continues to state:
“We need a well-resourced and funded enforcement agency”
This statement does not imply an over-seeing ‘ICAC-style’ Commission. It clearly implies a full
enforcement agency.
Annexure 2: Screenshot entitled AJP - OIW – 2a and Screenshot entitled AJP - OIW – 2b
Screenshot AJP - OIW – 2a highlights Mr Mark Pearson stating
“This is why we cannot have a charitable-organisation responsible for holding up the
shield and the sword to protect animals”
Screenshot AJP-OIW-2b highlights one of his followers stating:
“We have been calling for an Independent Office of Animal Welfare since the eighties”
The follower is interpreting Mr Pearson’s statement as the intention of the Animal Justice Party to
implement & create an Independent Office of Animal Welfare.
Additionally the Independent Office of Animal Welfare is cited on The Animal Justice Party’s website
within their Animal Law Policy statement:
“Key Objective 3: To introduce a publicly-funded Independent Animal Protection Agency
(IAPA) in each state to enforce the new legislation.”
(http://animaljusticeparty.org/policieslist/humans/animal-law)
This refers to an Agency - this is not an overseeing committee or commission.
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Facebook Link: https://www.facebook.com/MarkPearsonMP/videos/688827511630250/?t=140
Within this link Mr Pearson states
“… no other criminal legislation in NSW has the main administrator and prosecutor a
charitable organisation …” going on to add “ … so we cannot have a charitable
organisation in my view with all of it’s vulnerabilities, limited resources, with the capacity to
be influenced in a negative way – is that the correct body which our community would want
to look up to to uphold the shield and the sword to protect animals …”
This statement is very clear – the intention is to replace the RSPCA & AWL as the organisations enforcing
POCTAA.
At Ms Hurst’s request Animal Care Australia has also provided a copy of The Animal Justice Party’s
Companion Animal Policy document file entitled: AJP-Companion-Animal-Action-Paper-FINAL1
Please note highlighted on page 4: Transfer of Statutory Responsibility for Animal Welfare - Animal
Protection Office (APO) and NSW Police. This is an entire section outlining the creation of a new Office to
be taken away from the charitable organisations.
At Ms Hurst’s request Animal Care Australia has also provided a copy of The Animal Justice Party’s
Companion Animal Policy document file entitled: AJP Policies- 2019. Page 6 of this document highlights
the policy to implement a single publicly-funded IAPA that will be empowered to protect animals through
AJP’s uniform animal rights legislation.
All of the above make a clear and concise intention that the Independent Office of Animal Welfare would
be the replacement of the inspectorate functions of the RSPCA NSW and AWL.
Transcript Page 32:
The Hon. WALT SECORD: Mr Davis, you have Parliamentary privilege. I find it extraordinary that
someone would come in and have a list of 20 infractions and the person behind the counter be surprised
by that. If you have such materials I would like you to provide that to the Committee.
Mr DAVIS: I am happy to do that
Response:
From Mr Davis: This case illustrates the inappropriateness and inefficiency of many of the current
enforceable standards. The attached list (Annexure 3) includes 15 (not 20 as I recanted in my testimony)
potential “non-compliant” standards, yet no animal welfare issues were detected in any of the hundreds
of birds. This clearly illustrates the inefficient use of compliance officer resources that could more
effectively be directed towards education to raise animal welfare outcomes in NSW.
Kind regards,

Michael Donnelly
President
Animal Care Australia
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Annexure 1 - Screenshot entitled AJP - OIW – 1
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Annexure 2 - Screenshot entitled: AJP - OIW – 2a and AJP - OIW – 2b
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Annexure 3: - Copy of non-compliance issues served to owner of a bird pet shop.
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