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ACA’s Recommendations to the Inquiry:

1. The Victorian Government recognise
equestrians as vulnerable road users, who
are at high risk of injury and death on
Victorian roads.

2. Recommendations include helmets, Hi Viz
and reflective attire is worn by all
equestrians when on Victoria’s roads.

3. Amendments are made to ‘Road Safety
Rules 2017’ under ‘Part 22—Additional
Victorian Road Rules’ and ‘The Victorian
Driver’s Handbook’ under ‘Sharing the Road
with Animals: Horses’ to include:

a. Allow at least one car width on
60km/h roads and more at higher
speeds when passing horses

b. Slow down to 40km/h or less to pass
safely, and

c. Stop immediately if indicated to do
so by the rider or driver

4. Victorian Government update horse rider
road signage to include instruction on what
motorists should do — such as “Pass wide

and slow.”

+2f dz¥ S

5. Victorian Government provide funding
for motorist education campaigns,

including professional driver training and
local community led education programs.

As ACA’s Horse & Livestock Rep, | was
dismayed to see that horse riders, drivers
and handlers were not mentioned within
the Terms of Reference for this Inquiry.
Not only are equestrians not recognised
and identified as vulnerable road users,
but the industry does not appear to have
been consulted.

With assistance from member association
Bitless Inc, we quickly established an
informal survey to gather opinions from
Victorian Equestrians. We notified
equestrian organisations in Victoria that
regularly use roads in their activities (trail
riding and carriage driving groups etc) and
shared our survey on social media.

We received 37 responses in time to be
included in ACA’s submission (and a few
more afterwards that will help if ACA or
Bitless Inc are invited to participate in any
inquiry hearings). Our survey results were
consistent with a national survey
published in 2015, and was somewhat

disheartening to see that the situation on
our roads has not improved with time.

Some notable statistics from our survey:

Of the 37 responses: 33 ride, 11 drive
carriages and 22 lead horses on the roads.

= 75% of the respondents take horses on
the roads at least once a week.

= 92% wear helmets, and
=> 60% wear hi Viz when on Victorian roads

Respondents were asked whether driver
behaviour towards horse riders on the road
changed during lockdown. One third said
yes, one quarter said no, and one third said
they did not take their horses on roads
during the lockdowns. When asked if they
noticed a change in other road users
behaviour after lockdowns 41% said no,
and 35% said yes. The rest were not sure,
or were not riding through both periods of
time to compare.

However, when asked if they feel safer
riding and driving on the roads compared
to 3 years ago:

=> 66% said no - they feel less safe or much

Cont’d next page...
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= 32% felt the same. y =)
=> None said they felt safer than 3 years ago. This 2 dzy
seems to imply that motorists’ behaviour has S NA
generally declined over time. d 9
Our Survey Respondents told us that in the last 3 I dz
years: y ¢zN.
- - Bl
=> 46% personally experienced or witnessed a |
road incident with horses ® Ut
2010
= 16% experienced verbal abuse from motorists Dap
for being on a road 3 4
= 38% had drivers deliberately pass too close to 2R
their horse 0K
= 49% experienced incidents with speeding . R®

motorists solutions to the issues equestrians are

facing on the roads. This could then lead to
=> 25% had drivers ignore their instructions to g 2 o

changes that can be adopted nationally.
slow or stop

We will keep yo dated on
=> 70% said that their safety would be improved b Ryedap

the outcome.
with driver education

D

ACA’s submission can be read in

= 65% said that they feel less safe on the roads h
ere:

than 3 years ago.

We hope that this Victorian Inquiry will raise Bitlecsincs submicsion canibe % é)

awareness and offer practical and cost effective read Fisra: ,
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ACA responds to NSW
Draft Strata Legislation
¥ & Amendment Bill 2022

ACA responds to Federal Government’s
Inspector General of Animal Welfare
Consultation Paper:

As a nationally recognised animal welfare
organisation the majority of the proposal
SHOULD remain outside of our direct
purview, however, ACA have serious
concerns relating to this paper and the
apparent lack of understanding and
knowledge perpetrated by both the
government Ministers and Senior Staff as to
the exact responsibilities of the position of
Inspector General of Animal Welfare & Live
Exports. (Point of note: even the title of the
Consultation Paper makes no inclusion of
‘Live Export’)

Confusion is further exacerbated by the
opening Purpose of the Consultation Paper:

+2f dz¥ S

Submissions, Correspondence & Meeting Reports

“The Australian Government made a
commitment to establish an Inspector-
General of Animal Welfare to strengthen
animal welfare and increase accountability
and transparency for animal welfare in
livestock exports.

This will be implemented by expanding the
current office of the Inspector-General of Live
Animal Exports to include animal welfare
related objectives and expertise, forming an
Inspector General of Animal Welfare and Live
Animal Exports (IGAWLAE). “

In light of the above Animal Care Australia
made the following recommendations:

1) the existing Objectives should be updated
to prioritise animal welfare over commercial
interests, and

2) Strict Conditions are drafted to ensure the
focus remains on animal welfare and does
NOT include animal rights or related
ideologies.

Animal Care Australia does not support the
new role having powers outside of Live
Animal Exports as this requires removal of
powers from the states, who are currently
responsible for Animal Welfare.

Our submission can be found here: 12/)

ACA contacts the Reserve
Bank of Australia to

AUSTRALIA

consider animal welfare of
pets when making future
interest rate rises

ACA highlighted the growing concerns of
animal welfare should interest rates continue
to increase the pressure of the current cost of
living crisis. ACA acknowledged the need for
inflation to be controlled but also noted many
economists were reporting the previous rises
had started to reduce the rate of inflation.

ACA’s full letter to the RBA can be

found here: ﬂ

Cont’d next page...
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https://www.animalcareaustralia.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/NSW_Snowy-Valleys-Council.pdf
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ACA responds to Review of
South Australia’s Animal
Welfare Act

March 2023: ACA responds to
the first step of the review into South
Australia’s Animal Welfare Act:

For ACA there was a lot to provide feedback on
and we submitted over thirty (30)
recommendations calling for both change and/
or clarification.

ACA raised concerns with the following aspects
within the current Act:

* Powers of the enforcement officers are
excessive — in particular references to the
RSPCA.

* The clear lack of provision for accountability
of the officers.

* Appointment criteria, experience
requirements and training of officers are
insufficient or unclear.

* Right of entry to premises requires re-writing
and tightening to ensure appropriate entry
only under a warrant or permission or
extenuating circumstances.

+2f dz¥ S

* The destruction of life of an animal MUST

require an independent assessment and not at

the whim of the RSPCA.

* Provisions of the Act MUST also apply to all
enforcement officers.

* Regulations surrounding prohibited activities
and items

* Animal Welfare Advisory Committee has no
representation for pets/companion animals

* Lacking "Minimum Standards of Care’
thereby blurring owners’ responsibilities
under the Act.

* Educational/research licenses and ethics
committee require further expansion to
ensure accessibility.

To be clear ACA DOES NOT support the RSPCA
as an enforcement organisation. Enforcement
should be the responsibility of the
government alone and not out-sourced to
charitable organisations .

ACA will continue to consult as the review
continues.

You can read our full submission ﬂ

here:

ACA Responds to Moreton
Bay Regional Council's

WCINSLRD

Animal Management Local

Law Review

March 2023: ACA responds to the Council’s
Animal Management Local Law Review.

ACA highlighted our ongoing concerns with
Councils placing restrictions on the keeping
of pets.

It is clear the proposed changes are based
on ideological views rather than animal
welfare or neighbourhood amenity.

Specific points of concern:

* Restrictions on dog & cat numbers are
confusing.

* People found to be about to commit an
offence can be fined BEFORE they commit
the offence’, that is: “Thought Crimes’ are to
be enforced

* Reclaiming of impounded animals reduced
from 5 days to only 3 days—placing more
animals in danger of being euthanised.

* Birds, small mammals and horse numbers
based on an animal per square metre

Cont’d next page...
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https://www.animalcareaustralia.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/NSW_Hilltop-Council-%E2%80%93-Draft-Domestic-Animal-Management-Policy_merged.pdf?
https://www.animalcareaustralia.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/AUS_Australian-Welfare-Task-Group-Secretariat.pdf?
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regardless of the size of the species.

ACA requested to meet with Council to
discuss the changes and more appropriate
measures than restrictions.

Councils should encourage pet keeping — not
restrict them!

You can read our full submission ()
here

W SITH ACA responds to review of
N NSW Biodiversity
Conservation Act

April 2023: ACA has called out
the NSW National Parks & Wildlife Service
(NPWS) for it’s inept implementation of the
Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016.

As a nationally recognised animal welfare
organisation the majority of the Act remains
outside of our direct purview, however,
sections dealing with Native Wildlife
Licensing which permit the keeping of native
animals as pets required feedback.

ACA responded to call-out the continued
obstructionist attitude by the department
during the last six (6) years of the reviewing

+2f dz¥ S

process. ACA also highlighted the following
points:

* Questioned why the recommendations
from the 2019 Review were not
implemented and were totally ignored by
NPWS.

* Questioned why the current second
review is required which now has seen the
cost to taxpayers blow-out beyond $3.25
million — with still no outcome.

* Highlighted the NPWS simply make up the
rules as they go along and provided
examples.

* Highlighted the clear bias against the
keeping of reptiles and native mammals as
pets, as well as the different treatment of
reptile keeping, including licensing
conditions and Expo approval requirements.

* Called-out the behaviours and attitude of
NPWS staff and the departmental ethos of
‘ideological dreamings’ that continue to

inhibit any progress on a range of matters.

* Lack of updating of the Species List with no
system allowing for additions of species or
review of license categories — resulting in
hundreds of false annual returns.

ACA requested to meet with the Review
Team to discuss our concerns and provide
documented evidence.

You can read our full submission f/)

here:

ACA Responds to Hume City

VICTORIA Council's Domestic Animal

Management Plan 2017-
2021 Review.

April 2023: ACA made the following
comments:

* ACA applauds Council on its plans to
educate residents on a range of domestic
animal issues and we trust this will continue
in the next DAMP.

* ACA notes Council has reported issues
relating to dog attacks. It is our strong
recommendation that Council employ the
services of professional dog trainers in order
to appropriately determine whether the
behaviour having been displayed was that of
a dangerous or that of an irresponsible
owner.

* ACA applauds the option being proposed
for the training of owners where dogs have

Cont’d next page...

A\ 7/ u\ "~

Qx (0 B N

[N QX O( (s}
- R = 8 O«


https://www.animalcareaustralia.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/QLD_Rockhampton-Council_Review-of-the-Animal-Management-Strategy-2020-2023.pdf?
https://www.animalcareaustralia.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/AUS_Proposal-to-delete-unassessed-psittacines-from-the-Live-Import-List1.pdf?
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been found wandering.

* ACA recommends cat curfews/containment
that require cats to remain on their owners
property 24/7 as this would solve the
majority of issues with pet cats being a
nuisance, injured or killed, and unwanted
pregnancies adding to the feral cat
population.

* ACA supports containment laws that have
exceptions for cats that are ‘walked’ on
harness and lead in the same manner as
applies to dog owners.

* ACA recommend assistance for cat owners
to construct appropriate containment
enclosures.

ACA will continue to advocate for pets and
their owners when reviewing Animal
Management Plans.

7
You can read our full submission jﬁ/—‘)
\.
here:

Animal Care Australia

Please Slow Down!

By Karri Nadazdy — ACA Horse & Livestock Representative

Stay safe while sharing public spaces with
horses

—> If you encounter a horse on the roads,
footpath or trails, please adhere to the
following for your safety and that of the
horse and rider/driver:

—> If you are driving a car or riding a
motorbike PLEASE SLOW DOWN to
40km/hr or less.

A horse can spook sideways and often are
frightened INTO the road, putting you at
risk.

—> If arider or carriage driver signals you
to slow down or stop — please follow their
instructions. They are doing so for your
safety as well as theirs.

—> Do not beep, rev your engine, or drive
within 1 car space of any horse on the
road.

—> If you’re walking, biking, or running and

encounter a horse, alert the rider or
driver to your presence and ask them
how they would prefer that you proceed.
Horses will vary in their experience and
training level (as do their riders!) and
some may need more space than others.
Bikes move very quickly and quietly and
the sunlight reflecting off metal surfaces
can worry a horse.

—> If you approach a horse from behind,
call out to the rider or driver and slow
down or stop, until you can pass safely.
Even well behaved horses can become
fearful of something moving quickly
behind them. They can kick out further
than you expect — give them a healthy
distance as you pass. Try to stay where

the horse can see you (if you can see one

of his eyes, then he can see you)

—> If you have children with you, please

Cont’d next page...
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https://www.animalcareaustralia.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/NSW_Inquiry-into-vets-in-NSW_merged.pdf?
https://www.facebook.com/events/283339877648959/
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Animal Care Australia

ask your children to stop and stand still. If you wish to approach the
horse for a pet, just ask the rider or driver if its ok. Don’t be offended if
the response is no. Some horses are just learning and are not safe for
children to approach. Most horse owners are happy to share the horse

experience with others, when its safe and they have time to do so.

Australia’s Peak Animal Welfare Body says State and Territory

——> Horses have a right to be on all public roads in Australia and you must Ministers need to be compassionate to pet owners during current NB R
share the road with them. In some states they are also permitted on crisis. jzy’ NB
footpaths and off road trails (such as rail trails, fire trails and in national amﬂu
Garks), Australia’s peak animal welfare body, Animal Care Australia, has

written to all state and territory Ministers requesting they remind

—> Horses are NOT at all like dogs and easily startled! They can kick out their animal welfare enforcement officers of the need to place i by
suddenly if they feel threatened. Once a horse has been frightened, it compassion ahead of prosecution. 5 Iy ?
takes some time for them to settle down again. Give the horse plenty of “The community is currently experiencing higher cost of living R ] NI
spacesand doinatapproach I tirehorse lsiokstanding quietly. distress. Animal cruelty enforcement officers, particularly the RSPCA R a2

Thank you for keeping everyone safe while enjoying the outdoors! must be reminded that compassion is needed during these times.,” b /2

said Michael Donnelly, President of Animal Care Australia. “The s 53K
pressures being endured by constant interest rate rises and other [ dzo
rising costs of living across the board are placing a great deal of 2 NE K
pressure on society.”

‘Np
Animal Care Australia recently wrote to the Reserve Bank of .
Australia’s Governor Philip Lowe in order to highlight the need to 6} . A
consider family pets in the bigger picture when they are assessing rsao
future interest rate rises. IBO2
“People are now being forced to make decisions about how they LJ- 3

live their lives, including needing to cut back on expenses.
Cont’d next page...



https://www.animalcareaustralia.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/VIC_Biosecurity-Strategy-Consultation-Draft_2023.pdf
https://www.animalcareaustralia.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/NSW_Improving-NSW-rental-laws.pdf
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Animal Care Australia

“Prioritising expenses also comes down to not only being able to feed their children — but their pets,” Donnelly stated.

"Routine pet expenses such as veterinary bills, worming, tick/flea prevention, grooming and even agistment for our larger pets are all expensive
necessities — but ones that are more likely to be sacrificed for more important items, and yet are also requirements under animal welfare |l egislation.
With 46 per cent of people reporting high levels of cost-of-living distress and one in six reporting having suicidal thoughts, the last thing our
community needs right now is a heavy-handed enforcement of minor breaches of animal welfare legislation”

“People are also being forced out of their homes and into the rental market — and as we all know, where a rental property can be found it is highly
unlikely their pets can stay with them. This loss of their family members adds further stress to an already extremely dire situation, and the children
are the least likely to understand why their pets can no longer stay with them.”

Animal Care Australia has requested Governments initiate a discount voucher scheme that can be redeemed at veterinary surgeries, etc

“Better still the RSPCA in each State (other than the Northern Territory) has millions of dollars sitting going unused. These organisations already
receive funding from both government and the community — it’s time that money was put to its intended purpose — to prevent cruelty. What better
way to prevent it than by assisting people BEFORE they find themselves in that situation,” said Mr Donnelly. “I call on the RSPCA to step up and do
what people donate to them to do. The P in RSPCA is for Prevention.”

Animal Care Australia is the Peak Animal Welfare Body representing the keepers and breeders of pets and companion animals in Australia.

ACA is currently seeking funding support

“Animal Care Australia has grown. We have formed new subcommittees of volunteers to help keep pace with the ever-increasing workload. Our mem-

bership and supporter base continues to increase, and yet this still does not feel strong enough to take on the ever-increasing rhetoric of animal rights
extremists. Being a small team of unpaid volunteers is a huge challenge, and without substantial funding will remain so. Animal Care Australia would
benefit from a kind, animal loving benefactor, with some funding support.”



https://www.animalcareaustralia.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/QLD_Strong-dog-laws_submission.pdf

“Animal welfare is animal care”
www.animalcareaustralia.org.au

Animal welfare by the experts — those who keep, care for and breed animals


https://www.volunteer.com.au/volunteering-organisations/27901/Animal-Care-Australia-Inc
https://www.volunteer.com.au/volunteering-organisations/27901/Animal-Care-Australia-Inc
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Animal Care Australia

Membership Renewal Time!

We'd like to thank you for your membership with Animal Care

Australia.
There are two ways to renew:

Login and renew online - https://www.animalcareaustralia.org.au/

join
Go to our Join page (as above) and download the membership form &

return it with your receipt of direct deposit payment or cheque (via
post or email).

Renewals are due by 31st July 2023.

Members get access to our Members & Supporters Discussion Group
as well as our Species Advisory Groups.

ACA has been recognised as a primary stakeholder by all animal

welfare agencies nationally. ACA continues to advocate for you and

your pets. This past few months we have:

* Responded to South Australian Draft Veterinary Services Bill

* Responded to South Australian Biosecurity Act Review

* Responded to NSW Protected Animal Species Draft Code of Practice

* Responded to Federal Government's Inspector General of Animal
Welfare Consultation

* Supported the call for Parliamentary Inquiries into NSW NPWS and

the
RSPCA/AWL

* Highlighted differences Animal Rights and Animal Welfare for the NSW
& Victorian elections

* Lobbied State & Territory Animal Welfare Ministers to provide
assistance to pet owners during the current cost of living crisis

* Responded to South Australian Animal Welfare Act Review

* Responded to Moreton Bay and Hume City Council's Animal
Management Plan Reviews

* Responded to NSW Biodiversity Conservation Act Review

Our work is not done which means neither is yours. We will need your
ongoing support to keep animal welfare in the forefront of the politicians
minds and legislation.

Please remember, ACA is not government funded, we rely solely on your
membership fees to continue to speak up for you. No one at ACA holds a
paid position — we are a 100% volunteer run organisation, and we need
you to help us, so that we can support you at all levels of government.

If you would like to make an additional donation, our website has a
donation button for you to donate via credit card or Paypal.

If you joined on or after the 1st March 2023, then your membership has

been extended to expire 30th June 2024, so no need to renew this time.

We look forward to your continued support over the next 12 months.

If you have any questions, please contact Michelle Grayson Secretary —
Animal Care Australia — secretary@animalcareaustralia.org.au
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On 15th May, 2023 State Agriculture ministers met and, among other things, accepted K2 (
the recommendations of the National Horse Traceability Working Group. The next step is
to establish a National Horse Traceability Implementation Taskforce to oversee the AL

implementation of a national horse traceability system.

Back in October 2022, the Working Group released its Final Report: a 143 page document
that outlined the four possible approaches to a National Traceability Register, and the
pros and cons of each, and the recommendations of the option most likely to succeed.

These options were:

1. doing nothing

2. improving the current PIC system

3. PIC improvements plus a compulsory national microchip registry and

4. a highly regulated approach including tracking of all horse movements in real time.

Option 1 was never seriously considered. Option 2 has been chosen as the most practical
and reasonable place to start, option 3 was considered but would be difficult to
implement as a national microchip register doesn’t yet exist, and option 4 was deemed
unattainable at this time as the implementation would be difficult, expensive and unlikely
to be followed by horse owners.

ACA is supportive of the decision to adopt Option 2 and start where we are at as an
industry. Initially closing the gaps in the current systems already in use and establishing a
national standard is achievable in a short time. Most horse owners are already familiar
with the PIC system and it’s not overly intrusive, or time consuming to manage. The
Working Group recommended an independent review in 5 years after implementation to
consider adding additional traceability to the system — with the goal of eventually

adopting the Option 4 model. ACA approves of this approach to not commit to a system p & 4 4 Cont'd next page...


https://www.animalcareaustralia.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/NSW_Inquiry-into-vets-in-NSW_merged.pdf
https://www.animalcareaustralia.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/NSW_Inquiry-into-vets-in-NSW_merged.pdf
https://bit.ly/animalcareaust
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right now that may be outdated by the time it is introduced. We have
always had concerns with a system that is dependent on microchips
alone, and this opens the door for better technologies to be developed
and adopted in that time, such as facial recognition — which currently in
development in agriculture, and more suitable for use with horses that
are unhandled.

Some horse owners have criticised the recommendations as not going far enough,
and not meeting the Working Group’s Terms of Reference. It seems sensible to us
to move forward with one step at a time, rather than rushing in a multitude of new
systems with lots of flaws. The two biggest risks to the implementation of the
National register is leaving gaps and having certain groups of horses excluded (such
as brumbies, newborn foals, or senior horses) or making it too complicated and
having it not be accepted by the broad majority of horse owners. Adding a new
layer once the foundations are complete makes sense, and is achievable under the
circumstances. The horse industry in Australia is very broad, not all with easy
access to digital technologies (yet) and we must remember that horses are
classified as livestock — not companion animals. ACA would have liked to see this
changed with this opportunity, but our recommendations were not implemented.
The Working Group’s approach was to initially insert horses into existing national
livestock biosecurity systems, rather than invent a new independent one, and
under these circumstances, we have to agree that this is the best approach to get a
register underway, with minimal additional cost to horse owners.

The recommended commencement of the National Horse Traceability Register is
no later than 1st January 2025. 5 years later, a review will be conducted by an
independent consultant to advise on the next stage of development. We will
continue to follow this issue closely.

ACA supports call for NSW Inquiries
into NPWS and RSPCA/AWL

The NSW Shooters, Fishers and Farmers Party (SFFP) has stat-
ed they will seek Parliamentary Inquiries once Parliament re-

turns.

Mark Banasiak, NSW Upper House Member for the Shooters,
Fishers & Farmers Party has told ACA, he will seek the continu-
ance of an annual Inquiry into the approved charitable organi-
sations under the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act.

Mr Banasiak will also seek an Inquiry into the NSW National
Parks & Wildlife Service following a series of outcries from the
public and stakeholders into the NPWS'’s obstructionist behav-
iour.

As an organisation representing a number of stakeholders who
have experienced obstructionist and non-transparent actions
by the NPWS, and who believe both the NPWS and RSPCA/
AWL need to be held accountable ACA supports the SFFP call.
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Animal Care Australia

Covid lockdowns hit many small animal clubs hard and the NSW Fancy Rodent Society
Inc. was no exception. With the decline of shows, members, events, activities and the
Community Hall in Box Hill that they called home for many years being sold by council
to developers and set for demolition, the club struggled to get back in the swing once
society was allowed to resume. With perseverance from its passionate members, the
NSWEFRS is now back with shows, major events and much more to come.

The NSWFRS is a very family orientated and inclusive environment where people with a
love for rats and mice can come together and socialise, network enjoy activities and
learn. The club is all about education and supporting one another whether you are a
pet owner, breeder or just have an interest in learning about keeping and caring for rats
and mice as pets. You do not have to be a financial member to take part in our events,
the club welcomes everyone.

The club also hold regular education workshops for its members and guests, and
endeavour to create awareness and educate the general public at pet displays on best
practice animal welfare and how to source healthy friendly pets through reputable
experienced breeders.

One of the clubs recent events was at the Hawkesbury Agricultural Show, where they
held a display and show event. The pavilion was full of show goers keen to meet the
rodents and be surprised at how misunderstood rats and mice truly are. Exhibitors love
introducing and talking about their rodents at events and there was an interactive
display with rats in a play pen for everyone to meet and watch their mischievous antics.

The NSW Fancy Rodent Society has been a proud member and supporter of Animal
Care Australia since 2018.



https://www.animalcarehttps/www.animalcareaustralia.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/VIC_Road-Safety-Submission.pdf
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With it coming into winter, we are hit with reminders from our fire
services to be careful with candles and heaters during the cooler
weather, but what about the heating that you use for your reptile?
With recent house fires being caused by reptile heating equip-
ment, it may be a great time to go through your tanks and make
sure that everything is safe.

Any heating device should be correctly installed, checked regularly
for damage and always be connected to a thermostat. Some
heating devices may cause more issue than others. Heat mats, for
instance, can be a hazard to both your reptile and your home.
Kinked cords, water or incorrect airflow can cause the mats to
short out and can cause a fire. The mats must be installed outside
of a tank with airflow around the mat. A better option may be a
heat cord which can be installed inside of the tank but must have
something fire safe keeping it away from the reptile, ceramic tiles
are easy to get hold of and ideal for this. Ceramic heat emitters are
if you are looking into overhead heat but you must make sure that
your reptile can not touch the heater. If you choose to have a
heating device on top of the cage, make sure that no flammable
materials are able to touch the heating element.

With any heating, always double check the temperature that it is getting to with a reliable thermometer. Multiple businesses sell the hand held laser
thermometers. Check the temperatures at multiple times of the day and at night if you are night heating.

Remember, most safety boards with a circuit breaker, will not shut the power off if the heating element starts a fire and you will not know until it is too
late.

So with winter just around the corner, do a check of all your heating for your reptiles and make sure it is safe for both them and you.


mailto:aca@animalcareaustralia.org.au
https://www.animalcareaustralia.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/ACA_Member-Nomination-Form_2023.pdf
mailto:secretary@animalcareaustralia.org.au
mailto:secretary@animalcareaustralia.org.au
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